PARTNERSHIP AUCTION WITH A WIDOW
-oing rule. It is not required that a bidder have a meld in
the suit he names trump.
He adds the widow cards to his hand and then "buries"
(discards) 4 cards from his hand. These are turned face
down to begin a trick pile for bidder's side. The cards buried
may not include any of those to be used in melds. Many
players require that if bidder buries trumps, he must
announce the number he is putting away, though he need
not identify them. This point should be settled before-
hand. Cards buried do not count for the side until it wins
1 trick. But some allow the count regardless.
All players then show and score their melds. The values          5
of the melds are as described in Sec. 8, page 350. But many    Melding
players also use the bonus table of melds as described in
Sec. 3 page 370. The rules for melding are as described in
Sec. 4, page 358.
After the melds are scored, play begins with the bidder          6
leading to the first trick. Play proceeds according to the   The Play
rules given in Sec. 10a through g, pages 362 and 363.
After all the tricks have been played, each side counts          7
the points that it won in counting cards according to the    Scoring
alternate table in Sec. 10, page 352. The side taking the
last trick counts 10 points.
If bidder's side scores at least the amount of the bid after
its combined meld and card scores have been totaled to-
*
gether, it is considered to have fulfilled its contract. It then
gets credit for all it scored, not only the amount of the bid.
If the bidder's side fails to score at least the amount of
its bid, it has failed to fulfill its contract and is "set back."
This means that it loses all scores made for melds and cards
in that deal, in addition to which the amount of the bid is
subtracted from its game tally. Thus it is possible for a
side to go minus.
Example: A side has a score of 200, bids 220 and fails to
make its contract. It now has a score of -20 ( -220 + 200).
It is now said to be "in the hole," and the score is circled to
indicate this.
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